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© Dual port memories. 

© An Integrated circuit memory for a color lookup table for a display system. The memory has a video port 
and path for reading data Identifying colors for pixels at > 100 or even >200 MegaHertz, and a CPU port and 
path for reading and writing data identifying colors at locations in the memory. 

Each memory ceil includes a flip-flop with true and complement terminals. The CPU port includes two pass 
transistors, each having a first channel terminal coupled to the true or complement terminal, a second channel 
terminal coupled to a bidirectional bit line of the CPU path, and a gate coupled to a word line of the CPU path. 
The video port includes an isolated sensing terminal and two transistors. A first transistor has a first channel 
terminal coupled to the isolated sensing terminal, a second channel terminal coupled to a reference, and a gate 
coupled to the true or complement terminal, a' second transistor has a first channel terminal coupled to the 
isolated sensing terminal, a second channel terminal coupled to a bit line of the video path, and a gate coupled 
to a word line of the video path. 

A layout configuration of each memory cell and of the memory cell array allows same-channel-type 
transistors from a plurality of memory cells to be formed in a single, large well, and allows adjacent memory 
ceils to share contacts. This reduces the integrated circuit's size, improves fts speed, and increases manufactur- 
ing yields. 
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The present Invention relates to dual port memories, and particularly to special purpose dual port static 
random access memories (SRAMs) used as color lookup tables in display systems. More particularly, the 
invention relates to a high speed CMOS dual port SRAM having a read/write port and a very fast read-only 
port. Related subject matter is described in our copending applications 91300349.7 and 91300444.6. 
5 It is often desirable to optimize the design of a memory cell to meet the needs of a particular 
application. For instance, static random access memories (SRAMs) have been implemented for a variety of 
applications. One particular application which has unique requirements is that of the color lookup table in 
display systems. Prior art integrated circuits which provide this function include the BT458, and similar parts 
manufactured by Brooktree Corporation, and the Am81C458 manufactured by Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. 
io In these integrated circuits, a color lookup table is provided which stores codes that identify specific colors 
to be displayed on a video display screen. 

For each picture element, or pixel, In the screen, the color lookup table is accessed with an address, 
and the code stored in the table at that address identifies the color of the pixel. This addressing occurs at a 
very high rate of speed which la determined by the frequency at which pixels must be refreshed in the 
76 display system. Also, when the selections of colors available in the color lookup table must be changed, 
updated, or monitored, a central processing unit in the dtspfay system must have access to the entries in 
the table. For this purpose, a second, slower port, which allows reading and writing to memory elements in 
the table, is provided for CPU access. 

Because the CPU clock is unrelated to the speed at which the color information must be accessed for 
20 the display path, the display path and CPU path must operate independently and asynchronously of one 
another. The asynchronous and independent nature of the ports, together with the very high speed at which 
the display port must perform, create unique design criteria for an SRAM in this application. 

The prior art devices referred to above each use a ten transistor SRAM cell with a differential sense 
amplifier, such as described in U.S. Patent No. 4,905,189. This SRAM cell Is relatively large and requires 
25 complex differential sensing schemes in order to achieve the necessary speed of operation for the video 
display port. The size and complexity of this prior art memory cell limited the speed at which it could 
operate. In addition, the size of the cell translated into a very large SRAM area on the integrated circuit. 
Large area increases the cost of manufacturing the chip for a variety of reasons weD known in the art 

U.S. Patent No. 4,768,172 to Sasaki teaches an SRAM cell having a read-write port and a read-only 
30 port, in which the read-only ports is Isolated from the memory cell such that reading from the read-only port 
does not affect current flow within the memory ceil. This isolation enhances the ability to simultaneously 
and asynchronously operate both ports. The patent does not however, provide any specific adaptations of 
the memory cell for use in a color lookup table, or any other such application requiring very high-speed 
read access. Furthermore, the patent does not teach how to optimally utilize the available read-only 
36 bandwidth. Finally, the patent does not teach a way of optimally fitting a given size array of the memory 
cells within a given chip area. 

Accordingly, rt Is desirable to provide a memory cell and an overall memory architecture which 
optimizes the requirements for independent and asynchronous ports, and very high-speed display access 
paths, while minimizing the size and complexity of the memory cell. The memory architecture should have 
40 an optimally reduced footprint, and should be provided with means for optimally utilizing the available 
speed of the read-only port, for very high-speed operations such as color lookup table reading In a color 
video display system. 

Accordingly, we describe a memory for a color lookup table on an integrated circuit used in a display 
system. The system includes a first access path for reading data identifying colors for picture elements, and 
45 a second access path for reading and writing data identifying colors at locations in the memory. The 
memory comprises a first set of bit lines and word lines connected to communicate data to the first access 
path. Also, a second set of bit lines and word lines is connected to communicate data to and from the 
second access path. 

An array of memory cells is arranged to provide the color lookup table. Each memory cell in at least a 
so subset of the array includes a single-ended port connected to one bit One and to one word line in the first 
set for communication through the first access path, and a second port connected to at least one bit line 
and to one word line in the second set for communication through the second access path. 

The memory is characterized by operation of the first access path for random access reads at >100 
MegaHertz for a first class of display systems. In addition, the memory Is characterized by random access 
66 reads through the first access path at >125 MegaHertz for a second class of display systems. For yet a 
third class of display systems, the first access path performs random access reads at > 150 MegaHertz. 
Further, for a high speed class of video displays, the first access path performs random access reads at 
>175 MegaHertz. The memory can provide operation for random access reads through the first access path 

2 
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at >200 MegaHertz using current technology. 

The memory cells In the array respectively comprise a data storage element having true and 
complement terminals. The data storage element comprises a first inverter having an input coupled to the 
true terminal and an output coupled to the complement terminal, and a second Inverter having an input 

s coupled to the complement terminal and an output coupled to the true terminal. The single-ended port 
comprises first and second n-channel transistors where the first n-channel transistor has a first channel 
terminal providing an isolated sensing terminal, a second channel terminal connected to a reference 
potential, such as ground, and a gate connected to one of the true or complement terminals of the data 
storage element The second n-channel transistor in the single-ended port has a first channel terminal 

10 connected to a bit line of the first set of bit lines for the first access path, a second channel terminal 
connected to the isolated sensing terminal provided by the first n-channel transistor, and a gate connected 
to a word line of the first set. 

The second port comprises first and second p-channel transistors and is operated differentially. The 
first p-channel transistor has a first channel terminal connected to the true terminal of the data storage 

rs element, a second channel terminal connected to a bit line of the second set, and a gate terminal 
connected to a word line of the second set. The second p-channel transistor in the second port has a first 
channel terminal connected to the complement terminal of the data storage element, a second channel 
terminal connected to a bit line of the second set, and a gate connected to a word line of the second set. 
Therefore, reading and writing to the data storage element is provided through the pair of bit lines coupled 

20 to the first and second p-channel transistors, while fast random access reading is provided through the 
single-ended port 

The first and second inverters in the data storage element preferably include one p-channel and one n- 
channel transistor each, whereby the memory cell includes four n-channel and four p-channel transistors, In 
this case the integrated circuit can be formed with four transistors of each memory cell being in a single 
25 well. Thus, for integrated circuits comprising an n-type substrate, a singfe p-type well can be formed in 
which all four n-channel transistors of the ceQ are placed. Similarly, for a p-type substrate, a single n-type 
well is formed In which all four p-channel transistors can be placed. This provides significant optimization 
for laying out the memory cell for small size and high speed. 

The memory cells are preferably laid out such that they include a first contact coupling the single- 
so ended port to a bit line on the first set, a second contact coupling the second port to a first bit line In the 
second set, and a third contact coupling the second port to a second bit line in the second set. These 
contacts are faid out on the perimeter of the respective memory cells such that they are Shared with 
adjacent memory ceils in the array. The sharing of contacts to the metal bit lines provides significant 
reduction in the footprint of the ceil for compact layout, high speed operation, and improved yields In 
35 manufacturing. The sharing of certain of the contacts further provides the highly desirable advantage of 
reducing capacitances in signal paths, to improve signal transfer characteristics and reduce latency. 

The memory is preferably laid out such that each cell has a footprint of less than 17 by 34 microns in a 
process which has a minimum channel length of 1 micron. 

Accordingly, a memory Is provided particularly adapted to the color lookup table application, but 
40 suitable for other dual port static random access memory applications. The memory has a very small layout 
for high yields in manufacturing, and is capable of very high speed reads through a first, single-ended port 
which is asynchronous and independent of a second, differential port used for reading and writing to the 
color lookup table. 

In the accompanying drawings, by way of example only: 
is Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of a video display system having an Integrated circuit color lookup table 
according to the present invention. 

Rg. 2 is a schematic diagram of a portion of the color lookup table SRAM of Fig. 1 . 
Fig. 3 is a circuit diagram of a memory cell of the SRAM of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 Is a circuit diagram of a single-ended sense amplifier for a column of the memory cells of Rg. 3. 
so Fig. 5 is a circuit diagram of a column select multiplexer of the SRAM of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 6 is a layout diagram of the n-LOCOS, p-LOCOS and polysilicon layers of the SRAM cell of Fig. 3. 
Rg. 7 is a layout diagram of the metal one layer of the SRAM cell of Fig. 3. 
Rg. 8 is a layout diagram of the metal two layer of the SRAM cell of Rg. 3. 

Rg. 9 is a layout diagram of a plurality of memory cells, each of which Is implemented as shown In Rgs. 
55 6-8. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

A detailed description of the preferred embodiment of the present invention is provided with respect to 
Figs. 1-9. Figs. 1 and 2 are schematic representations of the architecture of one Implementation of the 
6 present invention. Figs. 3-5 illustrate the circuit details of a preferred embodiment. Figs. 6-9 illustrate the 
manner in which the preferred system is laid out on the integrated circuit 

I. System Overview 

10 Fig. i illustrates an integrated circuit 10 which Is used in a display system. The integrated circuit 10 is 
coupled to a display memory 11 which stores a bit map of an image to be displayed. The bit map may 
include a plurality of bits per pixel of the image, where the prurafity of bits comprise a code Indicating the 
color of the particular pixel in the bit map. 

The bits for each pixel are supplied as an input to the integrated circuit 10 across bus 12. The 

re integrated circuit includes a display memory interface 13 which receives the Incoming codes from the 
display memory 11. This Interface may perform a variety of functions as known in the art, such as 
multiplexing and synchronizing with the video clock. These codes are then supplied as an address across 
bus 14 to address a color lookup table 15 on the integrated circuit 10. m response to the address on bus 
14, the color lookup table 15 is accessed and generates a red code on line 16, a green code on line 17, and 

20 a blue code on line 18. The red. green, and blue codes on lines 16. 17, and 18 are supplied as inputs to 
dlgltal-to-analog converters 19, 20, and 21, respectively. The outputs of the digital-to-analog converters 19, 
20, and 21 are supplied as analog signals for the red, green, and blue inputs to a display terminal across 
lines 22, 23, and 24, respectively. 

Thus, the system Includes a video display access path from memory 11 over bus 12 to the display 

26 memory 13, and over bus 14 to the color lookup table 15. This access path from the display memory 11 
through the RGB outputs 22, 23, 24 operates at very high video speeds which are determined by the rate at 
which pixels must be updated in the display system. Depending on the refresh rate and the resolution of the 
display terminal, the rate of accessing of the cotor lookup table through the display path must be greater 
than 100 MegaHertz for some applications, greater than 125 MegaHertz for other applications, greater than 

30 150 MegaHertz for other applications, and greater than 175 MegaHertz or beyond for other applications. 

The integrated circuit 10 also Includes a CPU interface 25 which Is coupled to the host system bus 
across bus 26. The CPU interface 25 supplies addresses across bus 27 to the second access path of the 
color lookup table 15 and communicates data for reading or writing the color lookup table 15 across bus 28. 
The CPU interface 25 operates asynchronous and Independently of the clock which controls the display 

35 access path. 

Thus, the system further includes a CPU access path which includes the bus 26, the CPU interface 25, 
and busses 27 and 28 to the color lookup table 15. This CPU access path is used for controlling the 
contents of the color lookup table 15. 

The CPU port Is typically used very infrequently. For example, the CPU port may be used only once at 
40 system startup, to toad appropriate color lookup table values, after which the values need not be changed. 
The CPU port may also be used for resetting the color lookup tabie, such as when a switch is made from 
one video display device to another, for example when replacing an old video monitor with a new one. 
These functions only take advantage of the write direction of the CPU port. In one mode, the CPU port may 
even be constructed as a write-only port, within the scope of this invention. There would then be a hlgh- 
45 speed write port (CPU) and a low-speed read port (video). 

However, it may be desirable to be able to query the content of the color lookup table back to the CPU, 
for diagnostic purposes. For example, if the actual video output exhibits an unexpected color shift (such as 
too much blue in a fleshtone) or an odd color translation (such as red grass and green sky), ft may prove 
advantageous to utilize the read direction of the CPU port, to investigate whether the problem lies in the 
60 translation data and not in the video monitor itself. The CPU read port may be further utilized for a variety of 
other diagnostic purposes. Therefore, in the Illustrated mode, the CPU port is a read-write port 

Color lookup table integrated circuits, such as the integrated circuit 10 of Fig. 1, are highly Integrated, 
complex parts, which Include at least the functionality illustrated in Fig. 1. Other functions may be Included 
as suits the needs of a particular design. 

55 
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II. Color Lookup Table 

Fig. 2 Is a schematic diagram of one third of the color lookup table 16 of Fig. 1 , either the red third, the 
green third, or the blue third. For instance, this diagram of Fig. 2 could hold the codes for deriving the red 

s DAC 19 of Fig. 1. In this Instance, the data connections to the DAC at reference number 50 correspond to 
bus 16 of Rg, 1, Similarly, the data paths indicated at 51 correspond to at least a portion of the bus 28 of 
Fig. 1. The CPU address/control lines 52 correspond to bus 27. The video address/control lines 53 
correspond to bus 14. K will be understood that the legends "(Fig. 3) w . "(Rg. 4)-. and "(Rg. 5)" in Rg. 2 
suggest that at least a portion of the details of the respective blocks 54, 56. and 58 may be found In the 

to indicated Rgs. 

The particular segment of the color lookup table includes an array 70 of eight blocks of memory cells. 
Each block 54 is sixty-four rows deep by four columns wide. As each block is four columns (bits) wide, four 
bit lines 55 - One for each cofumn of the block -are connected from the block 54 to block 56. Block 58 
Includes a set of four sense amplifiers. From the block 56. four data lines 57 are connected to a column 
is select multiplexer 58. The output of the column select multiplexer 58 is supplied on line 59 as one input to 
the DAC. The bit lines 55 are controlled by the video decode block 60. which Is in turn driven by the video 
address and control signals on bus 53 and by the video clock on line 61. The video decode block 60 
controls word lines in the block of memory cells 54. the block 56 of sense amplifiers, and the column select 
multiplexer 5a 

20 The CPU port Includes four bit line pairs 62, each pair coupled to a column of memory cells In the 
block 54. The bit line pairs 62 are connected to a set of sense amplifiers In block 63. The output of the 
sense amplifiers in block 63 are supplied across data lines 64 to an I/O driver circuit 65. The I/O driver 
circuit 65 is coupled across lines 66 to an I/O register 67. The I/O register provides bidirectional data flow to 
and from the CPU interface across linos 68. The word tines in the memory block 54 as well as the sense 

25 amplifier and I/O driver are controlled by the CPU decode block 69 in response to the CPU address and 
control on lines 52. 

Rg. 2 is provided at a heuristic level, leaving out many control lines which are implemented as known 

by those skilled in the art. Rg. 2 provides merely an overview of the organization of the memory for the 

purposes of understanding its operation in the context of Rg. 1 . 
30 Because of the necessarily high-speed operation of the display access path, each single-ended sense 

amplifier on the tispJay access path, and each column select multiplexer on the display address path. 

comprise the criticaf speed path in a memory cell. Accordingly, these circuits are described In detafl below. 
It can be seen that, for a color lookup table as Illustrated in Rg. 1, a memory is provided comprising 

256 eight-bit locations for each of the three outputs, for a total of 6,144 memory locations. Therefore, the 
35 lookup table comprises a significant portion of the physical surface area of the integrated circuit Reductions 

in size of the SRAM cell, therefore, translate into significant improvements in manufacturing yield as well as 

speed of operation of the integrated circuit. 

III. Memory Cell and Video Read Port 
40 ~~~ 

Rg. 3 is a transistor level schematic of one embodiment of one memory cell 90 in a memory block 54 
{of Rg. 2). As can be seen, the memory cell 90 includes a first inverter 94 consisting of a p-channel 
transistor 100 and an n-channel transistor 101, and a second inverter 98 consisting of a p-channel transistor 
102 and an n-channel transistor 103. The memory cell includes a true terminal 104 connected to the gales 

4$ of transistors 100 and 101 (which correspond to the input of the first inverter), and connected to the drains 
of transistors 102 and 103 (which correspond to the output of the second inverter). Similarly, the memory 
cell 80 Includes a complement terminal 105 connected to the gates of transistors 102 and 103 (which 
correspond to the input of the second inverter) and connected to the drains of transistors 100 and 101 
(which correspond to the output of the first Inverter). 

bo The memory cell 80 Includes a first, single-ended port 106 Including an n-channel transistor 107 having 
its source connected to ground and its drain connected to an isolated sensing terminal 108. The single- 
ended port 108 further includes a second n-channel transistor 109 having its source connected to the 
sensing terminal 108 and its drain connected to the bit line 110 of the single-ended port 106. The gate of 
transistor 109 Is connected to the word line 111 of the single-ended port The gate of transistor 107 is 

55 connected to either the true or complement terminals 104, 105 of the storage element. In the embodiment 
illustrated, the gate of transistor 107 is connected to the true terminal 104. The single-ended ports of one or 
more memory cells comprise a fast access port for video display access. 
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On the bit line 110, the memory cell 90 provides an output signal VOUTZ which is an inverted 
representation of the bit stored at the true terminal 104 of the memory cea. A non-inverted representation 
could be provided, if the gate of transistor 107 were coupled to the complement terminal 105, rather than 
the true terminal 104. or if the transistors 107 and 109 were p-channel rather than n -channel. In this mode. 

5 the source of transistor 107 would be coupled to a reference potential VCC rather than to ground. However, 
as win be explained below, it may be advantageous to provide the Inverted representation, because the 
sense amplifier of Fig. 5 re-Inverts the representation, and because n-channel transistors are faster than p- 
channel. The bit line 110 is one of the lines 55 (of Fig. 2). 

The memory cell 90 also includes a second, differential port 117 including p-channel transistor 112 

to having its source connected to the true terminal 104 of the memory cell and its drain connected to the true 
bit line 113 of the memory block. The differential port 117 further includes a transistor 114 having its source 
connected to the complement terminal 105 of the memory cell and its drain connected to the complement 
bit line 115 of the memory block. The gates of transistors 112 and 114 are connected to the word line 116 
of the CPU access path. Because the pass transistors 112 and 114 in this differential port 117 are p- 

ts channel, the word line 1 16 is active low. The differential ports of one or more memory cells comprise a CPU 
access port, which does not necessarily need to be as fast as the fast access port, as the CPU access port 
will be used only for inspecting and changing the colors represented In the color lookup table, which does 
not need to be performed at video speed. 

In the configuration discussed with reference to Fig. 2. a column of memory cells as illustrated in Fig. 3 

20 share the bit lines 113 and 115 of the CPU access path and the bit line 110 of the display access path. 
Similarly, a row of memory cells In the memory array 70 of Fig. 2 shares the CPU word line 116 and the 
video word fine 111. 

It can be seen that the memory cell shown In Fig. 3 consists of eight transistors, four of which are p- 
channel, and four of which are n-channel. This provides a balance of transistors which can be beneficially 
25 relied upon in laying out the memory cell in an integrated circuit as illustrated below. 

The following Table 1 lists exemplary values for the channel lengths and widths for the various 
components of Fig. 3. All lengths and widths are Dsted In microns, for example. 

TABLE 1 

30 



(Components of Fig. 3) 


Component 


Channel Width 


Channel Length 


100 


3.9 


1.0 


101 


3.0 


2.4 


102 


3.9 


1.0 


103 


3.0 


2.4 


107 


9.4 


1.0 


109 


3.6 


1.0 


112 


3.4 


1.0 


114 


3.4 


1.0 



45 IV. Sense Amplifier 

Fig. 4 illustrates one embodiment of one single-ended sense amplifier 128 of a block 56 of single-ended 
sense amplifiers (of Fig. 2). The single-ended sense amplilier 128 receives input signal VINZ on bit line 110 
from the memory block (of Fig. 3), and is single-ended in that the signal VINZ is not sensed differentially 
50 with respect to another Input signal. 

The signal VINZ will be understood to be the same as signal VOUTZ, when thought of as input to the 
sense amplifier rather than as output of the memory cell. The sense amplifier 128 provides an output signal 
V__OUT on fine 130 to a column select multiplexer 58. The line 130 is one of the lines 57 (of Figs. 2 and 5). 
The sense amplifier of Fig. 4 consists primarily of a sensing circuit 131 and a master/slave flip-flop 132. 
55 The sensing circuit 131 Is described in part in the above-referenced, commonly-assigned U.S. patent 
application entitled CMOS CLAMP CIRCUITS, which application is incorporated by reference as if fully set 
forth herein. 
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The sens© amplifier consists primarily of cascode transistor 133 having Its source coupled to line 110 
and its drain connected to the Input of sensing inverter 134. The gate of transistor 133 is connected to a 
reference potential 135 of about 2V T , or twice the threshold voltage of the transistor. Also, pull-down 
transistor 136 has its drain connected to the input line 110, its source connected to ground, and Its gate 
5 connected to the reference potential 135. 

The input of the sensing inverter 134 is referred to as terminal V_SEN for simplicity. At terminal 
V__SEN, a p-channel transistor 137 is connected In a current source configuration with its source coupled to 
a reference potential and Hs drain connected to the V__SEN terminal. The gate of current source transistor 
137 is coupled to a reference potential 138 which biases the current source transistor to produce a current 
io b/2 which is approximately £ of the average current Ob) on the bit line 110, when the bit line is pulled down 
by an accessed memory cell. Terminal 138 is coupled to the gate of p-channel transistor 139, which Is 
connected In a capacitor configuration to the power supply reference potential. The combination of 
transistors 137 arid 133 and 138 produces a current at the V__SEN terminal equal to ± b/2, depending on 
the state of the bit line 110. 

15 A clamping circuit, consisting of p-channel transistor 140, n-ctiannel transistor 141. p-channel transistor 
142, and rvchannel transistor 143, is coupled around the sensing inverter 134. The video decode block 60 
(of Fig. 2) supplies an active-low power-down signal PDSLZ to the clamping circuit to provide a sleep mode 
operation of the sense amplifier. 

When the clamping circuit is activated by the power-down signal PDSLZ, the clamping circuit puts the 

20 sense amplifier to sleep in order to reduce power consumption of the apparatus. In one mode, the steep 
mode signal PDSLZ may be provided as a function of the column addressing, such that only those columns 
which are addressed will have powered sense amplifiers, or more specifically, sensing Inverters 134. Thus, 
the steep mode signal PDSLZ may be created by simply decoding the low order two bits of the video 
address signal provided on line 53 (of Rg. 2), each of the four sense amps within each block 56 (of Fig. 2) 

25 having a unique decoding of the two bits. 

In the clamping circuit, the terminal V_SEN Is coupled to the source of transistor 142, and to the drain 
of transistor 140 and to the source of transistor 141. The source of transistor 140 and the drain of transistor 

141 are connected to the positive reference potential. The gate of transistor 140 is connected to the PDSLZ 
signal. The gate of transistor 141 is connected to the output of the sensing inverter 134 which is referred to 

30 as V__GAIN. Similarly, the V__GAIN terminal is coupled to the gate of transistor 142. The drain of transistor 

142 is coupled to the drain of transistor 143. The source of transistor 143 is coupled to ground. The gate of 
transistor 143 is coupled to the sleep mode signal PDSLZ. When the PDSLZ signal Is active (low), transistor 
140 is on and transistor 143 is off. This causes the input to the sense amplifier 134 to be pulled up and 
substantially no current to flow on the sense inverter, and disables the clamping transistor 142. During 

56 normal operation, the PDSLZ signal is inactive (high) and turns on transistor 143, allowing operation of the 
clamping transistors 142 and 141. In this state, the pull-up transistor 140 is turned off. 

This circuit serves to translate the current at vinz to a small voltage at V__SEN, and the small voltage 
at V_SEN to a large voltage at V__GAIN, at a very high speed. Small fluctuations in the current at VINZ are 
sensed single-endedly, rather than differentially, to gain speed advantage. 

<o The terminal V_GAJN Is coupled to a master/slave flip-flop 132. The master/slave flip-flop includes a 
first clocked inverter 150 receiving the active low video clock CLKNZ and a complement CLKN of the video 
clock across Bnes 151 and 152, respectively. The output of the clocked inverter 150 is connected to a 
storage element consisting of inverter 153 and clocked inverter 154. The clocked inverter 154 is clocked in 
the opposite phase relationship as clocked Inverter 150. The output of inverter 153 is also connected to a 

46 clocked inverter 155. Clocked inverter 155 is clocked in the opposite phase relationship to Inverter 150. The 
output of inverter 155 is coupled to a second data storage element including inverter 156 and clocked 
inverter 157. The clocked inverter 157 is clocked in the same phase relationship as inverter 150. The sense 
amplifier 128 provides an output on line 130 sampled at very high speed determined by the clock rate on 
lines 151 and 152. 

so The following Table 2 lists exemplary values for the channel lengths and widths for the various 
components of Rg. 4 where the inverters include two transistors each. All lengths and widths are listed in 
microns, for example. 



65 
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TABLE 2 
(Components of Fig. 4) 



5 






Channel Width 


Channel r.fcrnjt-h 




133 




40.0 


1.0 




134 




4.0 


1.0 






and 


8. 1 


1.0 


10 


136 




3.0 


10.6 




137 




11.6 


1.2 




139 




4.0 


1.2 




140 




4.0 


1.0 




141 




3.0 


1.0 


15 


142 




6.0 


1.0 




143 




4.0 


1.0 




150 




4.0 


1.0 






and 


8.0 


1.0 




153 




4.0 


1.0 


20 




and 


8.0 


1.0 




154 




3.6 


1.0 






and 


3.6 


1.0 




155 




4.0 


1.0 






and 


8.0 


1.0 


26 


156 




6.0 


1.0 






and 


12.0 


1.0 




157 




3.6 


1.0 






and 


3.6 


1.0 



30 



V. Column Select Multiplexer and Flip-flop 

as Fig. 5 illustrates the column select circuitry 158 operating in the critical video path. A column select 
multiplexer 159 receives input signals V_JN(0:3) on lines 57 from four sense amplifiers for a given block 54 
of the memory array 70 (of Fig. 2). Each line 57 corresponds to a respective line 130 of one sense amplifier 
(as shown in Fig. 4). Each input signal V_IN will be understood to be the same as a respective signal 
V__OUT, when thought of as input to the column select multiplexer 158 rather than as output of a sense 

40 amplifier. 

The multiplexer 159 also receives true and compliment versions of a two-bit column select signal CSEL- 
(0-1) across lines 160. The signals CSEL are provided from the video decode block (of Fig. 2). The column 
select multiplexer 159 consists of a first column of pass gates 161. 162, 163, and 164 which decode the 
signal CSEL(0) (both the non-inverted representation CSEL and the inverted representation CSEL2) to 

45 select two of the four input signals. A second column of pass gates 165 and 166 further selects one of the 
two selected input signals in response to the signal CSEL{1) (again, both versions). The output of the 
second column of pass gates on line 167 is supplied as input to a master/slave flip-flop 16& 

The master/slave flip-flop 168 consists of a lirst clocked inverter 169 having its output connected to a 
storage element consisting of an unclocked inverter 170 and a clocked Inverter 171. The output of the 

so storage element Is connected to an unclocked inverter 172, then through pass gate 174 to an output storage 
element consisting of an unclocked inverter 175 and a clocked inverter 176. The clocked Inverters 169 and 
176 are clocked on the same phase relationship. The clocked Inverter 171 and the pass gate 174 are 
clocked on the opposite phase relationship with respect to Inverter 169. The video output signal V1D__0UT 
is supplied on line 59 as input to a dlgltal-to-analog converter for high speed conversion, such as for driving 

5s a respective red. green, or blue beam within a cathode ray tube (not shown). The circuits illustrated in Figs. 
3. 4. and 5 have been tested at greater than 200 MegaHertz. 

The following Table 3 lists exemplary values for the channel lengths and widths for the various 
components of Fig. 5, where the respective Inverters include two transistors each. All lengths and widths are 

8 
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listed In microns, for example. 



TABLE 3 

s (Components of Fig. 5) 





Component 




Channel Width 


Channel Length 




161 




12.0 


1.0 


70 




and 


6.0 


1.0 




162 




12.0 


1.0 






and 


6.0 


1.0 




163 




12.0 


1.0 






and 


6.0 


1.0 


15 


164 




12.0 


1.0 






and 


6.0 


1.0 




loo 




12 . 0 


1.0 






and 


6.0 


1.0 




166 




12.0 


1.0 


20 




and 


6.0 


1.0 




169 




4.0 


1.0 






and 


8.0 


1.0 




170 




4.0 


1.0 






and 


8.0 


1.0 


25 


171 




3.6 


1.0 






and 


3.6 


1.0 




172 




6.0 


1.0 






and 


12.0 


1.0 




174 




12.0 


1.0 


30 




and 


4.0 


1.0 




175 




15.0 


1.0 






and 


30.0 


1.0 




176 




3.6 


1.0 






and 


3.6 


1.0 



35 



VI. Memory Cell Layout 

40 

The layout of the memory cell illustrated in Rg. 3 has been optimized for small size and high speed 
operation as illustrated in Figs. 6-9. Fig. 6 provides the n-LOCOS, p- LOCOS, and polysilicon layout with 
points of contact to a first metal layer. Fig. 7 illustrates the layout of the first metal layer with contacts to the 
elements shown In Rg. 6 and to a second metal layer. Fig. 8 illustrates the layout of the second metal layer 
45 with via contacts to the first metal layer of Fig. 7. Figs 6-8 are a scale drawing of a memory cell layout 
which is smaller than 17 by 34 microns with a 1 micron minimum channel length process. 

A. n-LOCOS. p-LOCOS, and Polysilicon Layer 

so As shown in Rg. 6, the layout of the SRAM cell 90 Includes a first n-LOCOS region 200. A poly word 
line 201 Intersects the first n-LOCOS region 200 to form transistor 109. A poly region 202 Intersects region 
200 to form transistor 107. As can be seen, transistor 109 has a channel width of 3.6 microns and a channel 
length of 1 micron. Transistor 107 has a channel width of 9.4 microns and a channel length of 1 micron. 
A second n-LOCOs region 203 is also formed In the cell. This region is intersected by the poly region 

es 202 to form transistor 101. As can be seen, transistor 101 has a channel 3 microns wide by 2.4 microns 
long. A third n-LOCOS region 205 is intersected by a poly region 206 to form transistor 103. As can be 
seen, transistor 103 is an n-channel transistor having a channel width of 3 microns and a channel length of 
2.4 microns. Fourth and fifth n-LOCOS regions 207 and 208 are formed to provide substrate contacts at 

9 
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which a potential VCC may be applied. 

As can be seen, the lower half of the layout is implemented in a p well, which is separated from the 
remainder of the layout by a guard or buffer region which lies between the lines 220 and 221. This p well 
includes the entire region below the p well buffer line 221 in Fig. 6. The p-LOCOS regions 209 and 210 are 
6 formed to provide well contacts at which a reference potential VSS may be applied. Dividing the cell 
substantially in stripes - a stripe of p well and a stripe outside the p well - provides the ability to layout a 
plurality of cells with a long, stripe-shaped p well, as will be explained below with regard to Fig. 9. 

in Fig. 6, above the p well buffer line 220 are the p-LOCOS regions 212 and 213. The p-LOCOS region 
212 is Intersected by the poly region 202 to form p-channel transistor 100, which has a 3.9. micron channel 
to width and a 1 micron channel length. Also, p-LOCOS region 212 is intersected by the poly word line 214 to 
form p-channel pass transistor 114, which has a 3.4 micron channel width and a 1 micron channel length. 
Similarly, the p-LOCOS region 213 Is Intersected by the poly region 206 to form p-channel transistor 102 
which has a 3.9 micron channel length and a 1 micron channel width. Also, the n-LOCOS region 213 is 
intersected by the pory word line 214 to form p-channel pass transistor 112 which has a 3.4 micron channel 
is length and a 1 micron channel width. 

A variety of metal one contacts are formed in connection with the integrated circuit layer of Fig. 6. In 
Figs. 6-8, it will be understood that all contacts which are shown overlapping the cell boundaries are 
intended to be shared with adjacent memory cells (not shown), in the interest of saving surface area of the 
silicon, to minimize the size of the integrated circuit It will be further understood that the n-LOCOS. p- 
20 LOCOS, and poly silicon regions which extend to the boundary are of unitary construction with adjoining 
such regions In the adjacent memory cells, as explained below. H will be understood that a contact which is 
connected to one such region In a first cell will be shared by an adjoining second cell, by virtue of the 
unitary construction of the adjoining regions between the ceils. In one mode, the contact may be formed to 
overlap the boundary of the cells. 
25 A first shared contact 230 is formed in the n-LOCOS region 200. The n-LOCOS region 200 also 
includes metal one contacts 231, 232, and 233. The n-LOCOS region 202 Includes a contact 234. The n- 
LOCOS region 205 Includes a contact 235 and a shared contact 238. The n-LOCOS region 207 includes a 
shared contact 236, while the n-LOCOS region 208 includes a shared contact 237. 

The p-LOCOS region 209 includes another shared contact 240, and the p-LOCOS region 210 includes 
30 another shared contact 241 . The p-LOCOS region 212 includes a contact 242 and two shared contacts 243 
and 244. The p-LOCOS region 213 Includes a contact 245 and two shared contacts 246 and 247. 

The polysilicon region 208 includes a contact 250. and the polysilicon region 202 Includes a contact 
251. 

The following Table 4 identifies correspondences between the metal one contacts shown in Figs. 6-8 
35 and the transistor terminals shown In Fig. 3. 



40 



50 



55 
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TABLE 4 



20 



25 



(Correspondences Between Metal One Contacts and Terminals) 


Contact No. 


Transistor Terminals) 


230 


109 s drain 


231 


107^ source 


232 


107*3 source 


233 


107*s source 


234 


101's drain 


235 


103's drain 


236 


substrate contact 


237 


substrate contact 


238 


103's source 


240 


well contact 


241 


well contact 


242 


100's drain, 114's drain 


243 


100's source 


244 


114's source 


245 


102's drain, 112*8 drain 


246 


102's source 


247 


112*s source 


250 


102's gate, 103's gate 


251 


100's gate, 10Vs gate, 107*s gate 



It will be understood that one manner of forming the circuit of Fig. 3 is to: first, form the n-LOCOS, p- 
LOCOS, and polysilicon regions of Fig. 6, with their contact members, and with insulation (not shown) 
between the polysilicon and n- and p + diffusion; second, form an insulating layer on top of those regions. 
30 except tor the contacts; third, form the metal one layer of Fig. 7 to connect various ones of the contacts of 
Fig. 6; fourth, form another insulating layer; and fifth, form the metal two layer of Fig. 8, to connect various 
ones of the contacts of Rg. 7. These and other equivalent methods and orders are within the scope of this 
invention. 

36 B. Metal One Layer 

Rg. 7 shows the layout of the metal one layer of the circuit of Rg. 3. As with Rg. 6, the contacts which 
overlap the memory cell's boundaries are shared with adjacent cells, and the metal elements which extend 
to the boundaries are of unitary construction with adjoining metal elements In adjacent memory cells. It wiB 

40 be further appreciated that in Rgs. 6-8, like reference numerals Indicate same elements (contacts) which 
extend between the layers. To the extent possible, applicants have illustrated the layers such that Rgs. 6-8 
may be superimposed, to aid in understanding the various connections. 

Applicants have, wherever possible, shown the first set of contacts (viae) (of Rg. 6) in a first stee and a 
second set of contacts (which begin In the metal one layer of Rg. 7) in a second, larger size. This does not 

4$ necessarily mean that the contacts must be formed in two different sizes, however, although In one mode 
they may be so formed. The second set of contacts are those which connect the metal one layer to the 
metal two layer, as will be described below. 

The metal one layer includes a first metal one element 270 which connects the contact 230 from the 
layer of Fig. 6 to another contact 271 of the second set, to provide access to the output of transistor 109 (of 

so Rg. 3). A second metal one element 272 is provided, which corresponds to the video word line. A third 
metal one element 273 connects the contacts 240, 231. 232, 233, 234, 241, and 238, to provide VSS to the 
sources of transistors 107, 101, and 103 (of Fig. 3). The third metal one element 273 contacts the source of 
transistor 101. in that the n-LOCOS region 203 (of Fig. 6) extends Into a next memory cell immediately to 
the left, and Is of unitary construction with that memory cell's n-LOCOS region 205, wherein the third metal 

as one element 273 is connected to the contact 238 of the next memory cell to the left. 

A fourth metal one element 274 connects the contacts 236 and 243 to a contact 275 in the second set, 
to provide VCC to the source of transistor 101 (of Rg. 6). A fifth metal one element 276 connects the 
contacts 237 and 248 to a contact 277 in the second set, to provide VCC to the source of transistor 102 (of 

11 
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Fig. 6). A sixth metal on© element 278 connects the contacts 234, 250, and 242 together, while a seventh 
metal one element 279 connects the contacts 235, 251, and 245 together, thereby connecting the 
transistors 100, 101, 102, and 103 as shown in Fig. 6 as opposing inverters. 

An eighth metal one element 280 is also provided, which corresponds to the CPU word line. A ninth 
5 metal one element 281 connects the contact 244 to a contact 282 of the second set, while a tenth metal 
one element 283 connects the contact 247 to a contact 284 of the second set, to connect the CPU bit lines 
to the sources of transistors 114 and 112, respectively. 

C. Metal Two Layer 

10 

The metal two layer is illustrated in Fig. 8. A first metal two element 291 supplies VCC and is 
connected to the contact 275, and a second metal two element 292 supplies one CPU bit line and is 
connected to the contact 282. A third metal two element 293 suppfies the video bit line and is connected to 
the contact 271. and a fourth metal two element 294 supplies the other CPU bit line and is connected to the 
is contact 284. Finally, a fifth metal two element 295 supplies VCC and is connected to the contact 277. It wlQ 
be understood that the first metal two element 291 of a given memory cell may be of unitary construction 
with the fifth metal two element 295 of a next adjacent memory cell to the left (not shown), and that the 
contact 275 of the given memory ceil may be the same physical contact as the contact 277 of ma adjacent 
memory cell. 

zo Please now refer to Figs. 3 and 8. The power supply VCC may be provided on the first metal two fine 
291 and the fifth metal two line 295, to the sources of transistors 100 and 102. respectively. The 
bidirectional signal BITZ on line 115 (the source of transistor 114) is provided on the second metal two 
element 292. The output signal VOUTZ on line 110 (the drain of transistor 109) is provided on the third 
metal two element 293. The bidirectional signal BIT on line 113 (the source of transistor 112) is provided on 

26 the fourth metal two element 294. 

Please refer now to Figs. 3, 6, and 7. The power supply signal VSS, which may be ground, is provided 
on the third metal one element 273. The input signals CP_WLZ and V_WL are provided on the metal one 
elements 280 and 272, respectively, which are respectively connected to the potysilicon elements 214 and 
201 by contacts (not shown) occurring periodically along the extent of the memory array. It is not 

30 mandatory that each memory cell Include its own such contacts; rather, such contacts are provided at such 
intervals as allow adequate signal transfer with sufficiently minimized resistance and capacitance, as 
explained below. 

VII. Memory Block Layout 

36 ' " " ~" 

Fig. 9 illustrates the layout of eight adjacent or contiguous memory cells 301-308 according to Figs. 6-8. 
The cells 301, 303, 305, and 307 comprise one row (having four columns) of the sixty-four rows within one 
memory block 54 of the memory array 70 illustrated in Fig. 2. In Fig. 9, the thicker lines denote memory 
cell boundaries. 

40 As will be understood from Figs. 8-9, each memory cell is laid out such that two cells in left-right 
adjacent positioning (i.e. 301 and 303) may share the contacts and lines for the CPU access paths 
(CP_WLZ), the video access path (V_WL), and the operating potential (VSS). Similarly, the memory cells 
are laid out such that two memory cells in up-down adjacent positioning (i.e. 301 and 302) are mirror 
images of each other as reflected about the centermost thick line. In order that they may share the contacts 

45 and lines for the bit outputs (VOUTZ, BIT, and BITZ) and the reference potential (VCC). 

The sharing of the contacts 271 and 230 (of Fig. 7) is of central importance in reducing capacitances in 
the design, to improve signal transfer characteristics of the VOUTZ signal which goes to a DAC (of Fig. 1). 

The poly lines and metal lines, which together form the video word lines V_WL and the CPU word 
lines CP__WLZ, are connected together only in strapping cells 310. Thus, each strapping cell 310 includes 

60 a contact 311 from the metal one video word line 272 (of Fig. 7) to the poly video word line 201 (of Fig. 6). 
Each strapping cell further includes a contact 312 from the metal one CPU word line 280 (of Fig. 7) to the 
poly CPU word line 214 (of Rg. 6). Connection to the VSS metal one line 273 (of Fig. 7) is provided In each 
strapping cell at contact 313. In addition, Rg. 9 Illustrates how the substrate contacts 314 are shared 
between adjacent cells in the layout The substrate contacts 314 correspond to the contacts 240 and 241 (of 

55 Fig. 6). 

Furthermore, it can be seen that cells 301 and 302 are formed such that only a single, wide-stripe p 
well is required. This allows formation of a large p well in the n-type substrate, minimizing the requirement 
for buffer regions around p wells and the like, which cause increase in size and complexity of the layout. Of 

12 
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course, for Integrated circuits manufactured using n-type substrates, the same type of layout strategy 
applies using n wells which would encompass the groups of four p-channel transistors and adjacent cells. 

The above-detailed design allows an efficient, compact layout of the memory array, with the number of 
metal contacts reduced through optimal sharing of them between adjacent memory cell columns, and with 
g the number of wells reduced through mirror Imaging of adjacent memory cell rows. Reduced integrated 
circuit size translates to greater manufacturing yields for reduced unit cost, and atso to higher circuit 
operating speed critical to effective use of color lookup tables. 

VIII. Conclusion 

10 

As can be seen, a dual port static random access memory has been disclosed which has been 
optimized for the color lookup table application. This system provides very smalt layout and high speed 
operation of the video port while tolerating lower speed accessing by a CPU port for updating the contents 
of the lookup table. 

is The memory of the present invention allows integration of a color lookup table which is significantly 
smaller than all prior art devices, rendering higher yields and greater speeds. 

The foregoing description of preferred embodiments of the present Invention has been provided for the 
purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the 
precise forms disclosed. Obviously, many modifications and variations will be apparent to practitioners 

20 skilled in this art. The embodiments were chosen and described in order to best explain the principles of 
the invention and its practical application, thereby enabling others skilled in the art to understand the 
invention for various embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to the particular use 
contemplated. It is intended that the scope of the invention be defined by the following claims and then- 
equivalents. 

25 

Claims 

1. A memory for a color lookup table on an integrated circuit in a display system, the system having a 
first access path for reading data identifying colors for picture elements, and a second access path for 
so reading and writing data identifying colors at locations in the memory, the memory comprising: 
a first set of bit lines and word lines connected to communicate data to the first access path; 
a second set of bit lines and word lines connected to communicate data to and from the second 
access path; 

an array of memory cells, each memory cell In at least a subset of the array including a slngle- 
36 ended port connected to one bit line and a word line in the first set, and a second port connected to at 
least one bit line and a word line in the second set; and 

a single-ended sense amplifier connected to the single-ended port of at least one of the memory 
cells to receive a current representing a value stored in the at least one of the memory cells. 

40 2. Trie memory of claim 1 , wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
100 MegaHertz. 

3. The memory of claim 1 , wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
125 MegaHertz. 

45 

4. The memory of claim 1 , wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
150 MegaHertz. 

5. The memory of claim 1, wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
so 175 MegaHertz. 

6. The memory of claim 1, wherein at least one memory cell in the array comprises: 

a data storage element having true and complement terminals, and comprising a first inverter 
having an input coupled to the true terminal and an output coupled to the complement terminal, and a 
55 second inverter having an Input coupled to the complement terminal and an output coupled to the true 
terminal; 

the single-ended port comprising first and second n-channe! transistors, wherein, 

the first n-channel transistor has a first channel terminal providing an isolated sensing terminal, a 

13 
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second channel terminal connected to a reference potential, and a gate connected to one of the true or 

complement terminals of the data storage element, and 

the second rvchannel transistor has a first channel terminal connected to a bit line of the first set, a 

second channel terminal connected to the isolated sensing terminal, and a gate connected to a word 
5 line of the first set: and 

the second port comprising first and second p-channel transistors, wherein, 

the first p-channe) transistor has a first channel terminal connected to the true terminal of the data 

storage element, a second channel terminal connected to a bit line of the second set, and a gate 

connected to a word line of the second set, and 
w the second p-channe! transistor has a first channel terminal connected to the complement terminal 

of the data storage element, a second channel terminal connected to a bit line of the second set, and a 

gate connected to a word line of the second set. 

7. The memory of claim 6, wherein: 

75 the first and second inverters each includes one p-channel and one n-channel transistor whereby 

each memory cell in at least the subset includes four n-channel transistors and four p-channe! 
transistors; and 

wherein the integrated circuit further comprises an n-type substrate with a plurality of p-type wells, 
and the four n-channel transistors of a plurality of memory cells in a subset of the array are formed in 
20 one of the p-type wells. 

8. The memory of claim 6, wherein: 

the first and second inverters each includes one p-channel and one n-channel transistor, whereby 
each memory cell in at least the subset includes four n-channel and four p-channel transistors; and 
25 wherein the integrated circuit further comprises a p-type substrate with a plurality of n-type wells, 

and the four p-channel transistors of a plurality of memory cells in a subset of the array are formed in 
one of the n-type wells. 

9. The memory of claim 6, wherein each memory cell In at least a subset of the array has a footprint on 
so the integrated circuit of less than 17 by 34 microns. 

10. The memory of claim 1, wherein each memory cell In at least a subset of the array includes: 

a first contact coupling the single-ended port to a bit line of the first set; 
a second contact coupling the second port to a first bit line of the second set; and 
35 a third contact coupling the second port to a second bit line of the second set; 

wherein the first, second and third contacts are laid out on a perimeter of the respective memory 
cells such that they are shared with adjacent memory cells In the subset. 

11. The memory of claim 10, wherein each memory cell in at least a subset of the array has a footprint on 
40 the integrated circuit of less than 17 by 34 microns. 

12. The memory of claim 1 . wherein each memory cell in at least a subset of the array has a footprint on 
the integrated circuit of less than 17 by 34 microns. 

45 13. The memory of claim 1, wherein: 

the single-ended sense amplifier comprises, 

a cascode transistor coupled to the single-ended port to receive the current as input and to 
providing a first voltage as output in response to the current, and 

an inverting amplifier coupled to receive the first voltage and to produce a second voltage In 
so response thereto, wherein the second voltage is larger than the first voltage; and 
the memory further comprises, 

a master/slave flip-flop coupled to receive the voltage, and providing as output of the memory a 
signal representing the value stored in the at least one of the memory cells. 

55 14. For a memory formed on an integrated circuit, the memory having a first set of word lines and bit lines 
coupled to a first access path for reading data in the memory, and having a second set of word tines 
and bit lines coupled to a second access path for reading and writing data In the memory, a memory 
cell comprising: 

14 
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a data storage element having true and complement terminals, and comprising a first Inverter 
having an input coupled to the true terminal and an output coupled to the complement terminal, and a 
second Inverter having an input coupled to the complement terminal and an output coupled to the true 
terminal, the first and second inverters each Including a p-chartnel transistor and an n-channeJ 
s transistor; 

a first p-channel transistor, having a first channel terminal connected to the true terminal of the data 
storage element, a second channel terminal connected to a bit line of the second set, and a gate 
connected to a word line of the second set; 

a second p-channel transistor, having a first channel terminal connected to the complement 
70 terminal of the data storage element, a second channel terminal connected to a bit line of the second 
set, and a gate connected to a word line of the second set; 

a first n-channel transistor, having a first channel terminal providing an isolated sensing terminal, a 
second channel terminal connected to a reference potential, and a gate connected to one of the true or 
complement terminals of the data storage element; and 
?5 a second n-channel transistor having a first channel terminal connected to a bit line of the first set, 

a second channel terminal connected to the Isolated sensing terminal, and a gate connected to a word 
line of the first set; 

whereby the memory cell includes four p-channel and four n-channel transistors. 

20 15. The memory cell of claim 14, wherein the integrated circuit comprises an n-type substrate with a 
plurality of p-type wells, and the four n-channel transistors are formed in one of the p-type wells. 

16. The memory cell of claim 14, wherein the integrated circuit comprises an p-type substrate with a 
plurality of n-type wells, and the four p-channel.transistors are formed In one of the n-type wells. 

25 

17, The memory cell of claim 14, further including: 

a first contact coupling the first channel terminal of the second n-channel transistor to a bit line of 
the first set; 

a second contact coupling the second channel terminal of the first p-channel transistor to a bit line 
30 of the second set: and 

a third contact coupling the second channel terminal of the second p-channel transistor to a bit line 
of the second set; 

wherein the first, second and third contacts are laid out on a perimeter of the memory cell such 
that they may be shared with an adjacent memory cell in the memory. 

as 

1a The memory cell of claim 17, wherein the first contact is laid out on a first side of the memory cell for 
sharing with a first adjacent memory cell, and the second and third contacts are laid out on an opposite 
side of the memory cell for sharing with a second adjacent memory cell. 

AO 19. The memory cell of claim 14, wherein the integrated circuit comprises an n-type substrate with a 
plurality of p-type wells, and the four n-channel transistors are formed In one of the p-type wells, and 
wherein the memory cell further comprises: 

a first contact coupling the first channel terminal of the second n-channel transistor to a bit line of 
the first set; 

45 a second contact coupling the second channel terminal of the first p-channel transistor to a bit line 

of the second set; and 

a third contact coupling the second channel terminal of the second p-channel transistor to a bit line 
of the second set; 

wherein the first, second and third contacts are laid out on a perimeter of the memory cell such 
so that they may be shared with an adjacent memory cell In the memory, and wherein the first contact Is 
laid out on a first side of the memory cell for sharing with a first adjacent memory cell, and the second 
and third contacts are laid out on an opposite side of the memory cell for sharing with a second 
adjacent memory cell. 

55 20. The memory cell of claim 14, wherein the integrated circuit comprises a p-type substrate with a 
plurality of n-type wells, and the four p-channel transistors are formed in one of the n-type wells, and 
further Including: 

a first contact coupling the first channel terminal of the second n-channel transistor to a bit line of 

15 
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the first set 

a second contact coupling the second channel terminal of the first p-channel transistor to a bit line 
of the second set; and 

a third contact coupling the second channel terminal of the second p-channel transistor to a bit line 
6 of the second set; 

wherein the first, second and third contacts are laid out on a perimeter of the memory cell such 
that they may be shared with an adjacent memory cell In the memory, and wherein the first contact is 
laid out on a first side of the memory cell for sharing with a first adjacent memory cell, and the second 
and third contacts are laid out on an opposite side of the memory cell for sharing with a second 
io adjacent memory cell. 

21. A memory for a color lookup table on an integrated circuit in a display system, the system having a 
first access path for reading data identifying colors for picture elements, and a second access path for 
reading and writing data identifying colors at locations in the memory, the memory comprising: 

15 a first set of bit fines and word lines connected to communicate data to the first access path; 

a second set of bit lines and word lines connected to communicate data to and from the second 
access path; 

an array of memory cells, each memory cell in at least a subset of the array including, 
a data storage element having true and complement terminals, and comprising a first Inverter 
so having an input coupled to the true terminal and an output coupled to the complement terminal, and a 
second inverter having an input coupled to the complement terminal and an output coupled to the true 
terminal, the first and second Inverters each including a p-channel transistor and an rvchannel 
transistor; 

a single-ended port comprising first and second n-channel transistors, wherein 
25 the first n-channel transistor has a first channel terminal providing an Isolated sensing terminal, a 

second channel terminal connected to a reference potential, and a gate connected to one of the true or 
complement terminals of the data storage element, and 

the second n-channel transistor has a first channel terminal connected to a bit line of the first set, a 
second channel terminal connected to the isolated sensing terminal, and a gate connected to a word 
30 line of the first set 

a differential port comprising first and second p-channel transistors, wherein 
the first p-channel transistor has a first channel terminal connected to the true terminal of the data 
storage element, a second channel terminal connected to a bit line of the second set, and a gate 
connected to a word line of the second set, and 
36 the second p-channel transistor has a first channel terminal connected to the complement terminal 

of the data storage element, a second channel terminal connected to a bit line of the second set and a 
gate connected to a word line of the second set; and 

a first contact coupling the single-ended port to a bit line of the first set; 
a second contact coupling the second port to a first bit tine of the second set; and 
40 a third contact coupling the second port to a second bit line of the second set; 

wherein, in the memory cell in the subset, the first second and third contacts are laid out on a 
perimeter of the memory celJ such that they are shared with adjacent memory cells in the subset 

22. The memory of claim 21, wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
4$ 100 MegaHertz. 

23. The memory of claim 21, wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
125 MegaHertz. 

so 24. The memory of claim 21, wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
150 MegaHertz. 

25. The memory of claim 21, wherein the first access path performs random access reads at greater than 
175 MegaHertz. 

66 

26. The memory of claim 21, wherein the integrated circuit comprises an n-type substrate with a plurality of 
p-type wells, and the four n-channel transistors of a plurality of memory cells In a subset of the array 
are formed In one of the p-type wells. 

16 
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27. The memory of claim 21, wherein the integrated circuit comprises a p-type substrate with a plurality of 
n-type wells, and the four p-channel transistors of a plurality of memory cells in a subset of the array 
are formed In one of the n-type wells. 

s 28. The memory of claim 21, wherein each memory cell in at least a subset of array has a footprint on the 
integrated circuit of less than 17 by 34 microns. 

29. On an integrated circuit, a circuit including a first memory cell, wherein the first memory cell comprises: 
a substrate of a first doping type; 
10 a first layer of regions laid out substantially as shown In Fig. 6, the first layer including, 

a well of a second doping type, 

regions of the first doping type, at least some of which are within the well, 
polysilicon regions, and 
a first set of contacts; 

75 a second layer of regions laid out substantially as shown in Fig. 7, and connecting subsets of the 

first set of contacts substantially as shown in Fig. 7, and including a second set of contacts; and 

a third layer of regions laid out substantially as shown in Fig. 8, and connected to the second set of 
contacts substantially as shown In Fig. 8. 

20 30. The circuit of claim 29, further comprising: 

a second memory cell, adjacent to and substantially a mirror image of the first memory cell about 
the top edge of the first memory cell substantially as shown In Figs. 6-8. 

31. The circuit of claim 29, further comprising: 
26 a second memory cell substantially identical to the first memory cell, wherein each memory cell 

has a left edge and a right edge substantially as shown In Figs. 6-8, wherein the first and second 
memory cells are adjacent each other at the right edge of the first memory cell and at the loft edge of 
the second memory cell substantially as shown in Fig. 9. 

30 32. The circuit of claim 31, further comprising: 

the first and second memory cells having an upper edge substantially as shown in Figs. 6*8; and 
a third memory cell and a fourth memory cell adjacent each other, and adjacent to and 

substantially a mirror image of the first and second memory cells about the upper edges of the first and 

second memory cells, substantially as shown In Fig. 9. 

35 

33. A memory cell on an integrated circuit, the integrated circuit having a substratB of a first doping type 
(n) and within the substrate a well of a second doping type (p), the memory cell having first, second, 
third, and fourth edges and comprising: 
A) a static memory device including, 
40 a first polysilicon member (202) extending inside and outside the well, and having a first contact 

(251). 

a second polysilicon member (206) extending inside and outside the wen, and having a second 
contact (250), 

outside the well, 

46 a first region (212) of the second doping type and extending to the first and second edges. 

third (242). fourth (243), and fifth (244) contacts connected to the first region, the fourth and 
fifth contacts being astride the first and second edges, respectively, 

a portion of the first polysilicon member being in proximity with a first portion of the first region 
to form a first transistor (100) of a first channel type, the third and fourth contacts being first and 
go second channel terminals of the first transistor, respectively, 

a second region (213) of the second doping type and extending to the second and third edges, 

and 

sixth (245), seventh (246), and eighth (247) contacts connected to. the second region, the 
seventh and eighth contacts being astride the third and second edges, respectively, 
66 a portion of the second polysilicon member being In proximity with a first portion of the second 

region to form a second transistor (102) of the first channel type, the sixth and seventh contacts 
being first and second channel terminals of the second transistor, respectively. 

inside the well, 

17 
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a third region (203) of the first doping type and extending to the first edge, 
a ninth contact (234) connected to the third region, 

a portion of the first polysilicon member being In proximity with a portion of the third region to 
form a third transistor (101) of a second channel type, the ninth contact being a first channel terminal 
6 of the third transistor, 

a fourth region (205) of the first doping type and extending to the third edge, and 
tenth (235) and eleventh (238) contacts connected to the fourth region, the eleventh contact 
being astride the third edge, 

a portion of the second polysilicon member being in proximity with a portion of the fourth region 
io to form a fourth transistor (103) of the second channel type, the tenth and eleventh contacts being 

first and second channel terminals of the fourth transistor, respectively; 

B) a read-write port (117), outside the well, the read-write port including, 

a third polysilicon member (214) extending from the first edge to the third edge, 
a portion of the third polysilicon member being in proximity with a portion of the first region to 
75 form a fifth transistor (114) of the second channel type, the third and fifth contacts being first and 

second channel terminals of the fifth transistor, respectively, 

a portion of the third polysilicon member being in proximity with a portion of the second region 

to form a sixth transistor (112) of the second channel type, the sixth and eighth contacts being first 

and second channel terminals of the sixth transistor, respectively, 
so wherein the third polysilicon member may conduct a first word line signal (CP_WL2) to access 

the memory device for reading or writing, and the fifth and eighth contacts may carry true and 

complement values (BIT and BrTZ) of a bit read from or written to the memory device; and 

C) a high-speed read-only port (106) including, within the well, 

a fifth region (200) of the first doping type and extending to the fourth edge, 
25 a twelfth contact (230) and at least one thirteenth contact (231, 232, 233) connected to the fifth 

region, the twelfth contact being astride the fourth edge, 

a portion of the first polysilicon member being in proximity with a first portion of the fifth region, 
to form a seventh transistor (107) of the first channel type, the at least one thirteenth contact being a 
first channel terminal of the seventh transistor, and 
so a fourth polysilicon member extending from the first edge to the third edge, 

a portion of the fourth polysilicon member being in proximity with a second portion of the fifth 
region to form an eighth transistor (1 09) of the first channel type, the twelfth contact being a first 
channel terminal of the eighth transistor, 

wherein the fourth polysilicon member conducts a second word line signal (V_WL) to access 
35 the memory device for high-speed reading, and the twelfth contact may carry a value (VOUTZ) of a 

bit read from the memory device. 

34. A color lookup table on an Integrated circuit, the color lookup table comprising: 
a plurality of memory cells each for storing a datum for identifying a color; 
40 each memory cell including a video display port 

each video display port including a video data output contact at which the video display port 
presents a datum stored in its memory cell; 

wherein the plurality of memory cells includes a first set of contiguous memory cells arranged in a 
stripe within the Integrated circuit and a second set of contiguous memory cells arranged in a stripe 
45 within the integrated circuit; and 

wherein the second set Is substantially a mirror Image o1, and adjacent to, the first set, whereby 
memory ceils in the first set share output contacts with memory ceils In the second set whereby a total 
number of video output contacts is reduced to lower a capacitance at any given output contact 

60 
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